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Headteacher’s Address
As always this first term has flown by and the summer seems like a distant
memory, particularly now as the winter chill begins to bite. Despite this, even in these
few weeks our young people have all moved along through their learning journeys.
I spoke to all our secondary pupils at the start of the session and stressed to them
what an exciting journey it was that they were on: one, indeed, that would shape the
rest of their lives. I said that by all means they should have fun, but also that they
should never lose sight of the fact that being at school is a serious business.
Part of the challenge of getting our young people to take their education seriously is in ensuring that they see
the point of it. I asked at assemblies why as a country we spend so much on education, and in fact make it a legal
requirement that young people attend school. I was pleased by the level of responses I got: pupils told me that
school was about gaining knowledge and skills, but that it was also about developing positive attitudes.
My colleagues will be tired of hearing me repeat the words of a senior manager at AVIVA in Perth talking
about prospective employees: ‘yes, qualifications are important, but the critical thing for us is attitude’. You may
be aware that the Scottish Government has given a very high priority to preparing young people for the workplace,
and developing good attitudes in our young people is a critical part of this preparation.
Of course, schools exist to do more than simply create good employees: education at its best fills young
people with a sense of awe about the world – both natural and manmade – satisfying their curiosity about some
things whilst leaving them always curious to learn more about others. Good education also develops young
people’s sense of self and the world around them, growing their inter-personal skills and encouraging them to
develop their own moral compass. It should also encourage them to engage with the wonders of human creativity
– whether these be musical, literary or artistic – and to be creative themselves. In this sense, schools are also
about developing skills for life more broadly.
I would urge you to discuss with your child from the earliest stage of primary why they are at school and what
they hope to gain from it. Such conversations should help to keep our young people focussed throughout their
school career.
I have already told you that I am keen to engage with parents as often as possible, and I would urge you to
find the time to complete the communications survey, highlighted elsewhere in this newsletter. I would also like to
engage with you in a wider discussion about the aims of the school during an evening event on 10th November
(details to follow). This event will be designed to allow you as parents to express your views about what you want
your child to get from school. I look forward to seeing you there.
In the meantime, I wish you a very pleasant October holiday during which I hope the encroaching winter does
not bite too hard.
John Devine, Headteacher
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What are our primary pupils learning?

Nursery

Gaelic
Medium

Primary 1

“Our first Social Studies topic, “All Around Us” has gone well. We have explored the school,
taken photos, made drawings, discussed the land around us and created maps of the
town.The topic during our last week of this term will be Water and Swimming. The children
shared their interests during group time and voted for their favourite”.
“Our topic this term is smoothies. We have been investigating design and are creating junk
model smoothie makers, and we have also designed our own smoothie cups. We are
currently liaising with the HE department with a view to working with some secondary pupils,
who will help us make smoothies next term. We have also investigated the availability of
smoothies in the local community and thought about cost, transport of fresh fruit & veg, and
making healthy choices”.
“We have developed our photography skills using an ipad. We toured the school in our
“Shape and Number Walks.” We had talks from various speakers who told us about their
role in the school. Within our topic we learned how to keep safe by following our Golden
Rules. We contribute to the school by taking responsibility for a classroom job. We are also
very good at helping and caring for each other. We practised the Fire Drill and we know how
to leave the school safely. We know how to stay healthy and have brought in our favourite
healthy snack for “Show and Tell” and we sampled fruits to see our class favourite”.

Primary 1/2

“We have been learning about traditional tales and working our way through storyland. After
learning about traditional tales we have created our own characters and written a story. We
have also been growing broad beans, just like Jack and the Beanstalk”.

Primary 2/3

“We have been learning about the weather. We have been observing and recording the
weather daily, learning how to say safe in the sun, making windmills, kites and rain gauges
and finding out about extreme weather. We also watched the weather forecast and
presented our own weather forecasts to the class using weather symbols and maps we
made”.

Primary 3/4

“We have been learning about Toys this term. Pupils have planned and carried out a toy
survey, learned about the forces involved in the movement of toys, played traditional
playground games, made parachutes and are now learning about the history of toys”.

Primary 4

“Our learning journey is focusing on Cultures Around the World. The children have chosen
areas that they would like to focus on such as: stories, flags, geography, festivals, food and
clothing”.

Primary 5

“This term we have looked at structure of the earth, plate tectonics, continents and seas. We
have looked at how to use an atlas to find different continents, countries and capital cities.
We are now starting to look at volcanoes. Topic will be continued next term”.

Primary 6

Primary 6/7
&7

“Their topic is Social Studies and they are specifically learning about Heroes of our past and
present. We are learning about how people have made remarkable changes for our world
through heroic acts. Alongside this we have been focusing on fictional heroes in Writing and
creating texts about heroes and villains”.
“We have chosen to look at Ancient Egyptians for topic. This comprises a mix of broad
categories, namely: Geography, Pyramids, Pharaohs, Gods/Afterlife and rituals,
Mummification, Life and culture and Hieroglyphs. This is mostly research based, using cooperative working skills, supported by homework tasks offering children to demonstrate their
learning through a medium of their choice”.
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The Hobbit
M & M Theatrical Productions performed The Hobbit for the primary pupils earlier this term. Pupils were entranced
following the adventures of Bilbo Baggins while experiencing the magic of the theatre in the school assembly hall.

Nursery Halloween Week Monday 26th – Friday 30th October
When we return from our holiday, on Monday 26th October, we will be having a week of Halloween activities. As
children attend different sessions throughout the week, pumpkins and costumes are welcome every day.

Perth and Kinross Primary Schools Select Team
A number of P6 and P7 pupils recently took part in the first stage of football trials for the Perth and Kinross Primary
Schools Select Team. Well Done to Angus Gibson, Scott Logan and Finn MacDonald who were selected for the
Highland Perthshire Cluster Squad and went on to compete in the Primary Schools Regional Festival at
McDiarmid Park.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast club is open to Primary pupils from 8am every morning before school in the Breakfast club room,
adjacent to the dining centre. Breakfast is served from 8am and afterwards pupils have the opportunity to
participate in different activities and play games while being supervised by experienced members of staff.
Breakfast club is free for P1-3 pupils and £1 for P4-7 pupils. Please note that breakfast is not served after 8.25 so
pupils should arrive in enough time to get breakfast before this.

Pupil Safety
In order to allow bus pupils to safely get on and off buses please ensure that you park in the marked car parking
spaces when dropping off and collecting pupils. Cars should not park in the bus lane.

Primary Diary Dates:
Wear it Pink Day – details to follow
Christmas Concert – details to follow
Primary Open Sessions - 3.00-3.25pm

Wednesday 18th November
Tuesday15th December
Friday 6th November
Friday 4th December
Friday 8th January
Friday 5th February
Friday 4th March
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Strung, Drawn and Quartered
Recently Strung, Drawn and Quartered, the
school’s ceilidh band, have raised around £90 to
help the Syrian Refugee Crisis through Perth
and Coupar Angus Solidarity with Calais
Refugee. The money was raised by three of their
members busking at the September Aberfeldy
Farmers’ Market, thanks to the generosity of the
public. In the past they have raised money for
the Philippines Disaster in 2013 and the recent
Ebola Crisis.
Currently the band has nine members, made up
of fourth, fifth and sixth years (Eleanor Yearsley,
Katie Kean, Megan Leishman, Hannah Quigley,
Laura Nicoll, Mairead MacSween, William
MacSween, Eilidh Turnbull (CHS), Erin HallidayOrr and Francesca Stanton). In the last few weeks they have been awarded a grant of £700 from the Time to
Shine Fund which has been created by Young Scot and Creative Scotland for young people who are involved in
the arts. They are going to use this money to fund their trip to the National Mod in Oban in October. The money
will be used for travel, accommodation and food and to purchase some sponsored clothing. Strung, Drawn and
Quartered are available to hire for ceilidhs and events which they enjoy greatly. They have also, in the past, played
for free depending on the cause that people are holding their ceilidh. For example they helped three friends fund
their trip to Ukraine where they were volunteering in a children’s camp. If you wish to get in contact with them for
ceilidhs or events use the following email address; sdq.ceilidhband@gmail.com
Katie Kean S6

Formula 24
Formula 24 is a project involving over 20 pupils from S1 – S4, staff from 3 departments and 1 parent. We are in
the process of building a racing car which will be raced later this year at East Fortune. Teams meet at lunch times
and after school to design the car and manage the project. We have purchased the basic framework and electric
motor which will power the car. The electronics teams are learning the coding language Python to programme a
Raspberry Pi to collect performance data. The business team are in control of finances, sponsorship and
communication. The design team have used the school’s CAD system to come up with a number of aerodynamic
designs which will be 3D printed. They will then be tested in
a wind tunnel to gauge their performance and suggest further
improvements. All members of the team have committed
their own time to research the build forward. We have
received grants to support the project from the school fund
and the Griffin Wind Farm Fund. We are in the process of
raising more sponsorship, so if you are able to help, please
contact Mrs Coutts or Mr McLean. If you would like to learn
more about the project, watch out for our website which will
be up and running soon.
Louise Dow S4
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S1 Scarecrow Festival
If you noticed anything different about Aberfeldy this year around
May, you were probably experiencing the inaugural ‘Aberfeldy
Scarecrow Festival’, which took place for the first time in 2015. This
was part of a school initiative which was the main focus for our S1
integrated tasks. Pupils were responsible for the planning,
management and promotion of the event and throughout the year
were involved in designing
and creating scarecrows in small groups. Pupils opted to fundraise for
a local charity, The Horizon Club, which offers a freshly cooked meal
once a week for elderly members of the community. A speaker from
the Horizon Lunch Club came to visit the S1 pupils and in return they promoted the charity within the local
community. Pupils gathered financial donations from local businesses, offering a small sponsorship amount in
return advertising their company name on the official Scarecrow Festival Map. Pupils also canvassed the
community who came out in force producing a wide range of high quality scarecrows which decorated the town for
the whole weekend. Visitors to the village and locals alike toured the village using the map that outlined where the
scarecrows could be found. The whole school participated on a Friday afternoon by judging the best entries.
Additional money was raised by local businesses that collected donations in return for votes for their favourite
scarecrow. Some enterprising scarecrow manufacturers even added a donation box to their scarecrow. In total,
almost £700 was raised, which was presented to the Horizon Lunch Club who expressed their gratitude for the
efforts of the school and community. The winning scarecrows received a certificate in recognition of their
exceptional efforts. Aberfeldy Scarecrow Festival will return again in 2016, so watch this space.

Mr Devine with S1 pupils Elsie Llewellyn and Alex Forsyth receiving their award for the money they helped raise.
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Strike a Pose
Mrs Shepherd’s Higher/National 5 fashion and textiles class visited Karelia House near Kenmore this term for a
trip round the showroom to buy fabrics and haberdashery. We would like to say a big thank you to Karelia House
as they have been very supportive and donated a bundle of fabrics for use in the department as well as given up
their time to come into school and do workshops with the pupils.

Also in the Home Economics
department……..all of their senior classes
were involved in the Waste Awareness talks
given by Perth & Kinross Council. A team
visited the school to talk to the pupils about
waste, recycling and the sustainability of
resources.
Watch this space…………in mid-November,
they have Love Sushi coming into school to
make Sushi with the pupils. This has been
very successful in the past and they are
looking forward to welcoming them back.

DNA Research
The Higher Biology pupils attended a PCR (polymerase
chain reaction) laboratory session at Strathclyde University
at the start of term. They learned about how this technique
is used to amplify small sections of DNA to help in the
diagnosis of genetic disorders. They carried our practical
tasks including gel electrophoresis and DNA analysis,
to identify the blood type of
an unborn baby and the
potential risk of Rhesus
Disease development.
The pupils were able to
learn about the
application of PCR and
gain experience of
working in a University
laboratory.
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Breadalbane Community Garden
S3 and S4 pupils have been participating in all types of horticultural tasks to comply with our National 4 course in
Rural Skills. Some pupils also use our garden facilities to develop their volunteering skills as part of their Duke of
Edinburgh award. We attract many local visitors to our garden with some pupils regularly helping out on Sunday
mornings to keep them tidy. For the second time in 3 years, 2015 saw us winning the Lantra Trophy for Schools
offering Rural Skills. Our plans for the
future are to ensure that the project is
sustainable and builds on current links
with the community. We are currently
seeking to recruit parent and pupil
volunteers to join our team.

If you would like to be involved in this
venture please email the school.

Early Touch Football

Rugby

Any pupil age 16+ or parents who would
like to gain their Early Touches Football
Coaching Course please get in touch with
Karen Todd – Active School Coordinator
KTodd@pkc.gov.uk for an application
form.There is no cost involved.The course
is a 1 day course on Friday 23rd Oct at
Breadalbane Community Campus from
10am – 4pm.

The U18s rugby team won the Sevens Tournament
at the start of this year. They have also won the first
preliminary round of the Scottish schools plate. Come
and support them along with our U16s and U14s further,
details are below.
October
U14
U16

Volunteering

6th at Blairgowrie
RFC or 7th at
Pitlochry Rec
27th at TBC

November
11th at Glenalmond
College
11th at Glenalmond
College

U18
11th at Glenalmond
If any parent would like to get involved in
College
the school sports programme please get
in touch with Karen Todd – Active School
Coordinator at KTodd@pkc.gov.uk. There
are lots of opportunities to assist at clubs or
even lead a club if you have previous experience and qualifications. Karen can also support you to gain
qualifications. If you have any spare hours and would like to do something new please get in touch.
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European Day of Languages
Saturday 26th September was European Day of Languages. The Modern Languages department celebrated this
by involving all French and German pupils in fun activities throughout the preceding week. There was a factfinding challenge todiscover why learning a language is so beneficial and a quiz on world languages. The most
popular activity however was where pupils had to listen to 14 different songs and identify the language that each
was sung in. During Personal Support time, all classes in the school were invited to take part in a languages quiz.
Despite the usual good-natured disagreements that arise from quizzes, the winning class was Schiehallion 6 with
an impressive score of 11/15. The winning house was Farragon. Well done to all who took part in the
celebrations.

Enterprising Maths
Two teams entered the Perth and Kinross Enterprising Maths challenge
this term. Team 1 - Oliver Vaux, Sean Norris,
Ryan Worrell and Emma Murray. Team 2 - Aaron Watt, Charley Martin,
Jay Anderson and Julie Ekiert. Pupils took part in various rounds which
involved problem solving, mental maths, constructing 3d shapes and
finally a tense relay race in pairs. Alisdair Soppit, S6 also did a great job
supervising the teams and marking throughout the day.

Balloon into Orbit
The Science club project ‘putting a balloon into near space orbit’
is now well underway and looking to purchase equipment using
the various grants given to us by the Institute of Physics, the school
fund, the parent council fund and the STEM club grant scheme. In
total we have a budget of £1000 and a remit to put a weather balloon and payload up to an altitude of around 100
000 feet and return it safely to Earth. The usual attendance of the science club has nearly doubled to around
twenty students. Each group has a specific remit to cost, assess, purchase, test and assemble the key pieces of
kit and bring it together with other groups to form a single package capable of recording HD images and video
from outside the earth’s atmosphere, while also recording data such as pressure, temperature and altitude etc.
The pupils are all in or below S3 but are rising to the challenge of learning important engineering skills such as
cost/benefit analysis, project management and even recording minutes of meetings. This is of course alongside
learning the detailed science associated with operating complex electronics in the unforgiving environment of
space. The club are looking for ideas for additional experiments that might be ‘piggy-backed’ on our mission.
Please feel free to feedback suggestions to Mr Blair via
SNBlair@pkc.gov.uk

Shoebox Appeal
Pupils have begun planning for this event which takes place on November 20th. They’ll be raising funds between
now and then in order to buy items to pack in shoeboxes as Christmas presents for shipping overseas to children
and adults who, otherwise would have nothing. Working with members of the wider community, pupils have
sometimes managed to pack and ship over 1000 boxes during one appeal.
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Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award
The Silver Expedition season has just come to an end with the Qualifying Expeditions to Eigg. After long Practice
Walks from Dalwhinnie to Rannoch Lodge carrying full packs, the pupils were looking forward to their trip to Eigg.
The walks were carried out in good weather, with some pupils enjoying a paddle in the sea at the Singing Sands.
All the groups had a great day up the Sgurr.
After a long trek to the top they were
rewarded with great views to the mainland,
Skye, the other three Small Isles and further
afield. The pupils enjoyed their time on Eigg
and performed very well, putting their training
to good use Onwards and upwDrama Club –
Drama Club has started up again and is now
taking place every Thursday night between
3.40pm-4.40pm, in the Drama Studio. The
club is open to all ages, from S1-S6. We
have lots of exciting ideas for assemblies
and performance projects throughout the
year, including a Christmas drama!

Aberfeldy Festival
This year sees Aberfeldy host its inaugural
Drama Festival: ‘Thespionage’ – part of the
larger Aberfeldy Festival. A number of our
pupils will be performing in the Drama
Festival, so we wish them the best of luck.
We also have Ava-Broughton Stuart, who
as well as participating in the Drama Festival,
is also performing in her own slot in the
‘Loose Tongues’ Poetry Festival (also part
of the Aberfeldy Festival).

School Show
Mrs Shore and Mr Murch once more hope to
team-up and present another famous Breadlbane
School Show – it is to be a fiesta of drama, dance,
music and song………What will it be?........... Watch
this space…….

Music Parents’ Evening
This took place on September 30th and provided an informal opportunity for parents of pupils who receive music
tuition in Breadalbane to meet members of the instrumental teaching staff. A number of pupils were invited to play
before staff and parents chatted over light refreshments.

Page 10 of 12

News

October 2015

MacMillan Coffee Morning

On Thursday 24th September, Breadalbane Academy hosted their annual Macmillan Coffee Morning. The event
involved a variety of stalls including a wide range of cakes and home baking, teas and coffees, as well as various
games stands. The day also featured a bake off, a raffle, quiz, and a kilometre long coin trail. It was a non-uniform
day held for pupils with face painting workshops very well attended by our Primary pupils. The event was well
attended by members of the public, staff and pupils. A huge thanks is given to Rory Oag and Alexandra Hepple
who organised the whole event. £925.93 was raised for Macmillan. Well done.

Staffing






Welcome Mr Campbell to the Maths department who joined us this month.
Welcome Mrs Rogers who joined us this term in our Computing Studies department.
Congratulations to Miss Campbell who was recently married and will now be known as Mrs Forrester.
Mrs Haitmann a primary pupil support teacher will be joining us early in term 2.
Mr Cannon, PT Technical is leaving us after 33 years of service with P&K early next term. We wish him well
with his retirement.
 Congratulations and welcome to Mrs Gibson who will be joining us next term as our new PT of Technical.
 It is with great sadness that we report that Mrs Boulton, an ex-member of staff at Breadalbane Academy has
died after a short illness. Mrs Boulton worked for many years at the school and carried out a variety of jobs
including librarian, office worker and matron. She had a great interest in horticulture, passing the Royal
Horticulture Society exams while working at the school. She is well known in the community for her annual
plant sale, always on the first weekend in May.
 It is also with great sadness that we have to inform you of the sad passing of Jennifer Smith, ex librarian and
Chemistry teacher at the school. In the last few years she also gained Chartered Teacher Status, graduating
from Stirling University. Jennifer was an inspirational teacher to many pupils at the school and also a valued
and respected colleague to staff. She was a dedicated professional who always went the extra mile for her
pupils and colleagues. Two days after she retired she was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease and did
not enjoy the lengthy, happy retirement that she deserved. Our thoughts go out to her family and friends
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Parent Council
Ever wanted a say in how the school is run? The parent council is your voice in the school. It is a means for the
school to draw on the talents and enthusiasm of parents, to help make Breadalbane Academy the best it can be
for our kids. This term, we’ve worked constructively with the school to raise issues such as how PKC’s changes to
music tuition might impact Breadalbane kids, parent requests for an after-school club, and — our biggest project
so far —how school communications could be improved. At parents’ request, school and parent council are
working together, running a survey to find out how parents want the school to communicate with them. If you have
ideas on how school communications could be improved, now is the time to tell us. Take the survey at:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/breadalbaneparents
Fundraising and volunteering
The Fundraising and Opportunities Group (FOG) meets once a month and look for ways to raise money but also
for other ways parents can help, for instance donating time or skills that help our children get more out of school.
This year already, FOG has already raised £3000 to help the school and volunteers set up the Greenpower 24
Club, in which pupils build a racing car from scratch — that’s everything from mechanical engineering to computer
programming — and then race it competitively. But to keep up the good work, FOG needs more volunteers. So
come along, and get stuck in! Or email FOG directly on fundraising@breadalbaneparents.com.
Support for ASN parents
If your child is diagnosed as having additional support needs, it can be a difficult time. Parents often don’t know
what to expect and may find it difficult to understand how the system works and how to get the support their child
needs. That’s where the parent council ASN Parent’s Group can help. The group provides information and support
in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere and welcomes new parents. For more information, email
asngroup@breadalbaneparents.com

Bringing primary parents together
Another new initiative in 2015 is the primary parent reps scheme. For each primary class, a parent has
volunteered to be parent representative. Helping the teacher communicate with parents (for instance, drumming
up volunteers for class activities) — and communicating parents’ concerns to the teacher. If you want to get
involved, or you don’t know who your class rep is, email contact@breadalbaneparents.com.
The next parent council meeting is on Tuesday 27 October, 6:30pm, Breadalbane Community Campus.
Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/BreadalbaneAcademyParentCouncil
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What’s Coming Up?
School Terms and In-Service Days

Reports, Parents’ Evenings and Exams

Thursday 19th November 2015

INSET

Tuesday 27th October

Parent Council Meeting

Friday 20th November 2015

INSET

Friday 30th October 2015

S4 full reports issued

Friday 18th December 2015

Term ends 12pm

Tuesday 3rd November 2015
Wednesday 4th November 2015

Primary contact evening

Tuesday 5th January 2016

Term starts

Tuesday 10th November 2015

Parental Engagement Evening

Wednesday 17th February 2016

INSET

Friday 27th November 2015

S5/6 full reports issued

Thursday 18th February 2016

Holiday

Tuesday 15th December 2015

S4 tracking reports issued

Friday 19th February 2016

Holiday

Wednesday 9th December 2015

S2 contact evening

Friday 25th March 2016

Holiday

Thursday 14th January 2016

S3 contact evening
S2 full reports issued

Monday 28th March 2016

Holiday

Monday 8th February

S4/5/6 prelim reports issued

Friday 1st April 2015

Term ends

Wednesday 10th February 2016

S4 contact evening

Friday 5th February 2016

S3 full reports issued

Thursday 25th February 2016

S5/6 contact evening

Friday 4th March 2016

S1 full reports issued

Wednesday 9th March 2016
Thursday 10th March 2016

Primary contact evening

Friday 10th June 2016

Primary full reports issued

Please Remember:
It is important that we are able to keep in contact with
you.
If any of your contact details change, please let the
office or your child’s register or guidance teacher
know.
You can email, phone or send a letter with your child.
Thank you.

