
Breadalbane Academy 

S1 CAT September 2023



What is CAT?
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▪ Cognitive

▪ Ability

▪ Testing

CAT assesses:

• reasoning with words;

• reasoning with numbers;

• reasoning with shapes and designs;

• thinking with and mentally manipulating precise shapes.



Why are we conducting CAT?
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▪ The set of four scores obtained from assessments with 
CAT provides a profile of YOUR abilities.

▪ CAT reveals YOUR hidden potential by assessing the 
other main types of reasoning ability known to make a 
difference to learning and achievement.

▪ Explaining the CAT4 Batteries   Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0DDUKuQtKc
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Before you take the tests



During the tests
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Nonverbal reasoning (Part 1)

In the Figure Classification test, each question presents students with three separate figures. You 
have to identify the conceptual link or underlying characteristic that all three figures have in 
common. You then have to select the one figure from five answer options that goes with the first 
three.

In the Figure Matrices test, each question presents a figural analogy in the form of ‘A-B, C-_’. 
You have to work out how the first pair of figures is related to each other and then select from 
five answer options the one that completes the second pair.



During the tests
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Verbal Reasoning (Part 2)

In the Verbal Classification test, each question presents three words that are all 
similar in some way. You have to identify the conceptual link between the three words 
and then select from a list of five further words the one that best fits with the first 
three.

In the Verbal Analogies test, each question presents a verbal analogy in the form 
of ‘A-B: C-_’. You have to work out how the first pair of words is related to each 
other and then select from five answer options the one that completes the 
second pair.



During the tests
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Quantitative reasoning (Part 2 and Part 3)

In the Number Analogies test, each question presents three pairs of numbers, such as 
‘4-6, 8-10, 9-_’. You have to work out how the pairs of numbers are related and then 
complete the third pair by selecting the answer from the five options presented.

In the Number Series test, you have to work out the rule underlying the progression 
in the number series in each question and then select the next number in the 
series from the five options presented.



During the tests
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Spatial ability (Part 3)

In the Figure Analysis test, each question presents students with a square that is repeatedly folded 
and then has one or more holes punched through it. You have to work out what the final product 
would look like when unfolded, and select this from the five answer options provided.

In the Figure Recognition test, students are shown five complex designs as line drawings with 
a target shape below. You have to identify which of the five designs contains the exact same 
size outline of the target, including each side in full.



To recap…

Part 1 – Wednesday 4th October

▪ Figure classification

▪ Figure matrices

Part 2 – Thursday 5th October for M/S and Friday 6th October for F/L

▪ Verbal classification

▪ Verbal analogies

▪ Number analogies

Part 3 – Thursday 5th October for M/S and Friday 6th October for F/L

▪ Number series

▪ Figure analysis

▪ Figure recognition
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